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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Photograph South Eastham 


Address: 665 Bridge Road 
Historic Name: Winslow L. & Sally Knowles House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 


Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1813-20 


Source: deeds, vital statistics 


Style/Form: Federal/2-sty block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


View from 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


DOCH ey oP aE ton) Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Domestic barn (altered) 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Enclosed porch on rear, early 20" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


SN 6 \ 
KK Bridd@ Road Acreage: 0.92 
\ Area 

\ Bridge Road / Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
oe other 18"- and 19'*-century houses. More recently, large 


ish wat \ #4 lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer century dwellings. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Winslow L. & Sally Knowles House, built 1813-20, is a two-story wood frame single dwelling with a hipped roof and a center- 
chimney plan. (Its similarities to its neighbor, the Knowles — Sherman House at 650 Bridge Rd. (EAS.59) raises the question of 
the roof having been added later. An interior inspection of construction features would resolve the matter.) It has a five-bay front 
facade and a center entrance with a transom and a trabeated architrave, which probably as added later in its history. There are 
two windows on each story on both ends. An enclosed hipped roof porch was added to the rear in the early 1900s, at which time 
single-pane lower sash were added to all of the windows in the house. 


The house is sited in the northeast corner of a one-acre lot and is surrounded by an open yard; the rear of the property is 
wooded. A driveway enters from Bridge Road at the rear of the house and extends to a barn at the back of the yard. The barn 
had been renovated into a garage when the MHC Building Form was prepared in 1995. It has been enlarged further renovated 
sometime since. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


The house now numbered 665 Bridge Road was probably built between 1813 and 1820 by Winslow Lewis Knowles (1788- 
1870), the eldest son of Seth (1753-1821) and Hannah Hatch Knowles (1756-1823) of Eastham. If the house dates to 1798, as 
some sources suggest, it may have been the home of Seth and Hannah Knowles, though at his death Seth Knowles left the 
homestead property to his next-oldest son James H. after his wife died. Seth Knowles and his sons Winslow and James H. were 
enumerated consecutively in their own households in the 1820 census. Winslow Knowles had married Sally Hinkley of Truro in 
1813, and he may have built on his father’s land; however, no deed transferring property to him predates1823. That he owned 
and occupied a house is documented in an 1826 deed that mentions it.’ The 1830 census enumeration places him in this 
neighborhood. 


Born either in Eastham or Yarmouth, Winslow L. Knowles was a master mariner in the coastal and transatlantic trade, and 
particularly in what one source called the “Valparaiso and South American trade,” from at least the 1830s forward. Newspapers 
document his voyages to Newfoundland, Denmark, England, and San Francisco in the 1830s and 1840s. His son and 
namesake, born in 1817, followed his father in this business and died in Calcutta in 1863. In 1843 Winslow Knowles Sr. moved 
to Brewster, and two years later he sold 665 Bridge Street to Eastham farmer and master mariner Benjamin Walker for $1600.” 


Born about 1804, Benjamin Walker’s origins in Eastham are unclear; his death record stated that his birth was illegitimate. In 
1826 he married Hannah Freeman, who died a decade later, and in 1839 at Duxbury he married again, to Adeline Bailey. The 
couple lived with five of their children: Benjamin had had four children with his first wife and had another seven children with his 
second, between 1841 and 1857. The 1850 census lists him as a farmer in a household with wife Adeline and children Benjamin 
F., Hannah J., Lewis H. Adeline W, and Louisa; only 18-year-old Benjamin was born in Eastham, and the others were born in 


1 Heman Snow, Orleans, to Winslow L. Knowles [Sr], 21 July 1823, BCD 7:288, conveys 2.75 acres to Knowles for $70.25; the price suggests 
no house stood on the land, and no buildings are mentioned. Oliver and Smith K. Smith, heirs estate Nehemiah Smith, to Winslow L. Knowles, 
31 March 1926, BCD 2:285 mentions Knowles’s house. 
? Winslow L. Knowles to Benjamin Walker, Orleans, 11 October 1845, BCD 41:444. The purchase included a second parcel of seven acres 
and ten acres of meadow. See “Cape Cod Captains and Their Ships,” Yarmouth Register, 25 May 1935, 1, and “Death of Captain Knowles,” 
Barnstable Patriot, 15 December 1863, 2. 
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Orleans between 1835 and 1847. The birth dates and the census indicate that the family probably moved to the Bridge Road 
property between 1847 and 1850. 


In 1855 the census describes Walker as a salt manufacturer, an occupation pursued by many of the male heads of household 
on Bridge Road. By then the Walkers had three more children—Nathan S., Albert W., and George H. Their last child, John, was 
born in 1857. The 1860 census credits Benjamin Walker with $1500 in real property, and though he paid more than $20 in taxes 
in 1863 he was far from the most affluent of Eastham residents. 


Benjamin Walker died in January 1864, and his will, written three years earlier, left his widow the use of his personal estate and 
a third of his real estate during her lifetime. She had the power to sell any real estate she needed to in order to support the 
couple’s five minor children, and daughter Louisa, then twenty-two, was to receive $100. The rest of the two-thirds portion of his 
real property was to pass equally to all twelve children, and he left his widow’s share to “her children” subject to her use of the 
estate until she died. In 1865 the widowed Adeline Walker was listed in this neighborhood with her six youngest children as well 
as her married son Lewis H. Walker, a salt manufacturer, and his wife Malisa. In 1870 she lived in the 665 Bridge Road house 
with daughter Louisa, married daughter Addie, who had married Herman R. Snow in 1868, and children Nathan, Albert, John 
and George, plus a boarding laborer possibly related to her son-in-law Heman Snow. 


In 1880 Adeline Bailey Walker remarried, to Alfred Kenrick of Orleans, and moved to that town with her daughter Louisa. Two 
years later the Kenricks and all of Benjamin Walker's surviving children sold 13 acres and his homestead property to Laura E. 
Harding for $550.° Harding, born in 1855, was one of two daughters of South Eastham carpenter Henry Harding (1806-59) and 
his second wife Susan Mayo Eldredge (1814-95). Less than a year later she married Absalom Linnell Walker (1843-1916), the 
son of John Walker (1808-84) and his wife Hannah Linnell (1805-78). His grandfather was Peter Walker (born 1764), and, 
though Benjamin Walker’s death record described him as illegitimate, his date of birth suggests he could have been Peter’s son. 


Absalom Walker was a fisherman, and when he married Laura Harding she was working as a dressmaker and living with her 
widowed mother Susan, probably at 85 Bridge Road. Absalom Walker served the town as a fish warden and field driver, and by 
1900 he was farming and sharing the household only with his wife, who died in 1907. In 1910 Absalom Walker lived here with a 
housekeeper, the widowed Elsie M. Crosby, and he died in 1916. His will left her one thousand dollars, his fireproof safe, and a 
marble-top stand, and named his executor as James B. Steele, his brother-in-law and the husband of Laura Harding Walker's 
sister Lena. In 1919 Steele sold twelve acres, the house and its furnishings, and all other buildings on the homestead to Thomas 
H. Nickerson of Harwich for $1450. At the same time the children of Benjamin Walker’s son Lewis, released their interest in their 
grandfather’s property to Nickerson because their mother Melissa Snow Walker, they claimed, did not have a license to transfer 
their property in 1882.* 


Born in Harwich in 1874, Thomas Hulbert Nickerson was a master mariner and later a realtor and banker, and less than a year 
later he sold 665 Bridge Street to Roy Devere Nickerson, also from Harwich but not directly related to the grantor.° Roy 
Nickerson, born in 1892, was the son of Orleans laborer Otis C. Nickerson, and in 1913 he married Adeline E. Crowell of Dennis. 
When he registered for the draft in 1919, he was working in East Orleans for Walter Mayo, and by 1920 he was a shore 
fisherman living in Orleans with his wife and their son Raymond. Roy Nickerson died in 1926, and his widow and children 
Raymond, Vernon, and Irene remained at 665 Bridge Road. By 1929 the widowed Adeline Crowell Nickerson married again, to 
Eastham carpenter Leonard J. Brewer, and the Brewers are listed on Bridge Road in South Eastham in the 1929 directory. In 
1930 they were living with the children of her first marriage and their two children, Muriel E. and Leonard J. Jr. In 1940 Leonard 
and Adeline Brewer and these two youngest children were listed on Bridge Road, and Brewer was an estate caretaker. 


In 1958 the Brewers sold 665 Bridge Road to Walter E. and Ethel C. Preater of Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey, Preater had operated a 
gas station in nearby Ridgewood, New Jersey and in the mid-1950s was associated with “Cape Cod Enterprises,” the nature of 


3 Alfred and Adeline B. Kenrick; Azariah S. and Patia P. Walker, guardian of Louise F Walker, all Orleans; Charles H. and Hannah Youlden, 
Provincetown; Heman R. and Adeline W. Snow, Eastham; Albert W. and Ella P. Walker, Harwich; Benjamin J. and Lillie A Walker; Nathan S 
and Anna M Walker, Boston; George H. and Nettie Walker, Kingston; John Walker, Brookline; Mary A. Cobb, Chicago; and Melissa Walker, 
guardian, to Laura E. Harding, 26 April 1882, BCD 197:546. 
4 James B. Steele, executor will Absalom L. Walker, to Thomas H. Nickerson, Harwich, 31 December 1919, BCD 372:16; Nettie F. Knowles, 
Eastham; Louis O. Walker, Manchester NH; Fred R. Walker, Concord NH, to Thomas H. Nickerson, Harwich, 24 December 1919, BCD 
358:351. 
5 Thomas H. Nickerson, Harwich, to Roy D. Nickerson, Eastham, 28 September 1920, BCD 372:561. 
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which is not Known. The Preaters subdivided and registered the land in 1958 and sold a small parcel with the house on it to 
Richard A. and Barbara H. Woodland of Orleans in 1960, who in 1969 sold it to Henry L. and Diana R. Shepherd of Litchfield, 
Connecticut. The property changed hands three times more before James H. and Kathleen D. Corliss of Milton acquired it in 
2005. The property was owned in 2020 by the Corliss Family Irrevocable Trust.® 
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Land Court in re: petition Walter E. Preater #28369, 17 February 1961, Certificates 26473 and 26474; Richard A. and Barbara N. Woodland, 
Bridge Road, to Henry L. Shepherd III and Diana R. Shepherd, Litchfield CT, 25 June 1969, Certificate 45946; Karen Elizabeth Rolf 
Langenwalter, Lakewood OH; John Erik Rolf, Rockville MD; and Robert Timothy McNamara, Brooklyn NY; to James H. and Kathleen D. 
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1958 subdivision map showing house on Lot 2. Land Court Plan 28369-A. 
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(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from west. 
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View of barn from NE. 
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